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SMOKE SCREEN FOR MURDER 





SCAR-NOSE CINELL 
beard the hollow ring a! 
* nightstick »t it rasped 
along an iron packet fence 
He slid aUestiy into an aUey 
way, Heavy footsteps came 
nearer. Scamosc fiattsned 
fasnacV i~ th« shadows 
against a waJL H« watched 
a -'argc poi iceman saunter by 
tbetJUyway- 

After the fo o tst eps bad 

beck to the sidewalk. Ha 
looked at the recsenng fnct* 
man. than at h:» watch. 
That boll shouldn't be back 



He 

without sound, to the next 
corner. The tights were caet- 
mg tbssr yellow glow an an 
empty business an f at- Far 
away a train wfnetled. Other- 
wise, the 'town wm arifl. 



tared. "W C 
Quality Ent 

Ha carefully, 
in serted a th.n 
■sjar.li Aa ha #U ba 
thought how aucn H=aplc- 
thai hand of thing ana with- 
out gloves. No aaad to wear 
[ ■ : ■ t* thas • ~- No need to 



chairs, filing cabinet*, and a 
acnall safe. 

^cafnoM walked straight 
to the dcak and pulled open 
the upper loft hand drawer. 
A box in this d ii i wi was 
op en ed, a cylindrical object 
removed. "On* should ba 
enough. - said Scarnose. to 
himself. Carefully ha closed 
the box. closed the drawer 
and left the office. By the 
nan* the paa T oh n a n came 
that way again, the street 
was again completer* empty 
and utterly auo n t except 
for a (hstam train whistle. 



COME people aaad that Big 
Bill aaraacugan was a 
man of many rackets. Mr B, 



fit tin; the large, leather arm- 
chair back of hat desk. 
Across from him was Detec- 
tive Grady Bock of the eica 
squad, seated astraddle a 
turned-aroand straight chair, 
arma i ming on the back. 

*WeB. have you murdered 
ConduD yttr asked Buck. 

Be fere replying. Branrii- 
gon took that c e ll op h a n e off 
a cigar, dipped the and with 
( a gold clipper that dangled 
from a chain across has east- 
He put the eigar in his 



know I was snapping off. Yon 
know Tea got ways a* loae 
that ckiesser without gmng 



his sctreroee aa -Quahty En- 
terprieee " It was eumered 
that he was lusxedVrp in 
benkmaking. that he did' 
ourte a thriving business as . 
a ticket speculator and that 
be had known where to get 
at and butter. aS 



"Zounds in the Night: 



darag 1 1 1 1ll 1 1 I H Bad 
been shot in the a ) I l l l n 
and carted to a I 



narrowly averted in the 
SOW WedgM chab * 
- t - ■ Araaa 
aSeged to have 1 
swag at Big BiB 1 
I gaau Four na a t era then 



and he moved ine: 
it after him. The efhee he' 



large- A flaw araaa the street 
Ma danfy showed the out- 
base of a task, a couple of 



dncovrred driving s hijack- 
ed truckload of bootleg 
Tieuor. Bt2 always claimed 
he thought the track was 
loaded Sfsr* rketdodendron 
aanalL but he did a short 
a. jflh. *cyway. 
1 B g Branmgan sat aa 
the ostee of Quality Eater- 
pevws. hss 230 ] 



Brsrmtgan vefled. *Con- 
daft. m MS you! If I ever 
see you again. ITJ asD 
yaur- 
"As." said Branr-igan. 
puffing at the cigar, "you 
know now those newspaper 
bums ex agg er ate . I'm going; 
to sue for bad that's wtjst." 

-Could be." said Buck, 
-but ten isn't libel A coupes 



of our boys were there. 
Night off. Taking their old 
lid;*-* out. They heard you. 
You drd uy you"d kill Co.-v 
.aJuIt" 

T~ ~ 4 . . studie j h:» 
Qfar. ■ 

"Ali right. I did say it.' be 
admitted. "He made tae mad. 
But you don't have to worry 
♦hat I'd bump bias. Wouldn't 
I be siDy to get myself in- 
volved «n a murder rap after 
the nice little rack— -uk— 
business IV* built up?" 

"I*.s sty understanding 
that Condull has been cas- 
ting in on your rack — uh— 
business." (aid Buck, looking 
at the : r ' - 

fgRANNIGAN-S pig eyes 
glared at Buck, -listen. 
jct." be snarled, "you're 



copper 



too aaiart for your own 
good How'd-you hke to be 
poundicg a beat our ta the 
tuck**" 

Buck stood op- His eyea 
twinkled. He smiled. 
. "Watch your blood-pres- 
sure." he said. "I know if you 
had your way I'd be out ai 
the sticks right sow. And at 
I bad nay way. you wouldn't 
be here. So «'■ a Mexican 
standoff Now bow about a 
cigar ao you can say that 
you bribed Detective Grady 
Buck not to arrest you until 
he could pen soenetbmf on 
you." 

"You win." said Branai- 
.fan. laughing. "Take a lot. 
Take two." 

But Detective Buck took 
only one. and departed. 

Later that same day. 
- Braamgan got a pboae call 
that caused the worry wrin- 
kles to spread across his fav 
forehead. When be packed up 
the phone, the first words he 
heard were. "This m yocx 
brotber. Frank.* 

"Holy Scaoke." said Bran- 
aigaa. "Prank* Where are 
you* When did you get out? 
What happened >" 

ft was explained that 
Frea k had participated in a' 
SOfcreak and bad managed 
to ■ :r .- * t to nearby 



Sc^.hv-'.'.r E.-T »n afraid 
to betcb-hunr into town. He 
wanted Big Bill Branr.igan 
to come to SoutbvuSc after 
lam. He wave* the abandon- 
ed fining station oa Fake's 
road. Branaigan promised to 
be there at 7 p. as. 

"You're sure a swell pal. 
brother." said Scarnosc Gtr- 
' eB. ipealcng into the hand- 
kerchief c ov e :ed mouthpiece 
of the pay phone on the 
other-end of the line "Don't 
forget It's the abend said 
filling station on Pike's road. 
Come alone." ' 

Scsraoac hung up the re- 
ceiver. He looked at bet 
watch. "Plenty of time.' be 
said to himself- 1 can make 



WT was a little after 7 p. nv 
when Armand Condull 



He 

about the cam be tostmc- 
trvery naracd on the lights. 
He said. "Who—- but arret 
-.- -J* sentence A tvl. 
let pierced has bcair ^a ad he 
fell forward. 

When 
the 

he was eery dead. The 
coroner said he ssust hare 
been killed around 7- p. m. 
The gun, with iflractr, was 
found in a vacant lot Then 
were no firtgerpnata oa tt or 
ta the apsxtmeat. But as an 
ash tray wsm a .partly smok- 
ed og sr. And also -a ceDo- 
pbane ■rapper and a band 
oa which was the name, in 
script, -BeU Branaigaa." 
Tfaia was aE the police nced- 
* - ■: : .■ E-i-r far. ^-irt 

Braaaif as was iymg dowa 
in his cell when Detective 
Buck came to visit has. Bif 
BL1 looked up briefly, rhert 



inf. place en fan hands as be 

stared at the c*B csnaag. 1 



was framed. I was even sent 
on a wild goose chase to I 
wouldn't have an alibi." 

"Who did it >" asked Buck. 
ouierJy. 

Brannigan didn't know, 
but be named two donra of 
the most hhefy suspects— 
people who hated hint most 
Withia an hour. Buck bad 
.-ounded up Scarnoa* Gin- 
ell and next day. after an all 
night grObrig. be confessed. 

DIG BILL BRANNIGAN 
" held out the boa of 
cigars toward Detective 
Grady Buck. Take a hand- 
ful." be said. "I wish you'd 
let me pay you more. Yob 
saved my life." 
Buck took only c 




have finally "gs- tae m uul 
Ban I dada't ksfl CaeaduIL I 



' "Yep." . readied Detective 
Grady 8b nf biting off the 
end of haa cigar. "And I so 
P-J" going sa. fee? on noticing 
jaa thing* ntO% get yo. «uo 
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